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Group presentation on how to ensure the
inclusion of PWDs in future elections.  

Ms. Kishwar Zehra (former MNA, Pakistan)
presenting her remarks on the importance of
PWDs inclusion in elections. 

Group photo of all participants.

Mary Cummins,  UNDP SELP, Presenting
'National Strategic Framework on Transgender
Persons Protection & Political Inclusion in
Pakistan' to Aijaz Anwer Chohan - PEC, Sindh

Sign language interpreter providing his services
for the hard of hearing student participants

Discussion on how technology can be leveraged
to engage women with disabilities  in the
electoral process.



The ECP, under pillar 10 focusing on Gender Mainstreaming
and Social Inclusion, is committed to enhance inclusivity for
women and socially excluded groups, including (youth,
minorities, transgenders, and people with disabilities PWDs).
Additionally, the Elections Act 2017, under article 12 (c) urges
the ECP to conduct public awareness programs to ensure
maximum voter enrolment and participation of the
vulnerable groups in the electoral process.

With the support from United States Agency for International
Development (USAID), the ECP and UNDP SELP are working
towards the effective inclusion of PWDs in the future
elections.

Elections are upheld as a touchstone of democratic
participation, and voter turnout for the PWDs is estimated to
be very low. In the 2018 elections, the exact voter turnout of
PWDs was not recorded. It was reported that the absence of
accessible voting booths in many constituencies, poorly
trained election booth staff on how to engage with PWD
voters, and lack of awareness on voting procedures as well as
absence of PWDs in party manifestos were some factors that
made the elections a largely inaccessible exercise for this
population.IN
TR
O
D
U
C
TI
O
N The Election Commission of Pakistan

(ECP), together with UNDP
Strengthening Electoral & Legislative
Processes (SELP) project hosted a
Design-Thinking Workshop in Karachi,
Sindh to unravel the core question: 
How to make Pakistan’s Electoral
Space Disability Inclusive?
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Access to polling stations is a key challenge that PWDs experience in the process of
casting their vote. In this vein the workshop aimed to assess the situation on-ground
by developing a survey tool that will be shared with relevant stakeholders to ensure
that in future elections effective measures are taken to enable the inclusion of this
marginalized group. Further, there is a need to develop a roadmap to enable the
PWDs participation in the political and electoral process of Pakistan.

We invited Disabled Persons Organizations (DPOs) working on capacity-building and
reforms; to draw from their learnings and strategize a way forward. Additionally, we
identified barriers and way forward for enhanced accessibility of PWDs in the
electoral space. The workshop brought together 40 participants from 16 DPOs in
Karachi.  
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According to statistics given above, more men with disabilities are registered than
women with disabilities. The under-registration of the PWDs, especially the women,
with NADRA system is concerning and requires particular attention.

Pictorial Representation of an Inaccessible Polling Station



The initiative aimed to raise awareness on
the importance of inclusive electoral
participation for the PWDs in Pakistan and
ensure that their votes are recorded.

The purpose of the workshop was to:

Priority Output

01 Raise awareness on the importance of inclusive electoral participation
for the PWDs in future elections;

Priority Output

02 Develop a disability survey tool to be shared with relevant
stakeholders.

Priority Output03 Outline a way forward that can lead to enhanced accessibility at polling
stations for the PWD voters.

OBJECTIVES
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Key Indicator Activity Outcome

Gender Balance Ratio

Discussion on ‘Making
the Electoral Space
Disability-Inclusive’
(through a gender
lens)

Explore strategies
to develop
disability-inclusive
electoral practices. 
Assess the need for
capacity- building
to enhance PWDs
role as political
leaders.

% of Voters
Developing Survey
Tool for Disability
Inclusion

Evaluate the
societal/physical
barriers that hinder
PWDs electoral
engagement.
Articulate disability
indicators to ensure
increased voter
turnout in the
future elections.

The participation of PWDs in politics remains a critical
concern. The workshop brought together key stakeholders
from various sectors, including members of leading DPOs,
the ECP and young individuals dedicated to creating an
equitable and inclusive political environment. 

WORKSHOP HIGHLIGHTS



Of Participants Highlighted The Need For
Disability Awareness Trainings for ECP Staff
Before Elections.

90%

Disability Survey Tool
The participants presented their insights on the survey; the findings of which will be          
shared with relevant line departments to ensure that voting is accessible for all.
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A participant practicing to cast his vote at a Mock Poll in Karachi. 



Challenges Recommendations (short term)

1. Lack of training of ECP staff to facilitate PWD voters.
1. Disability sensitization trainings should be
conducted for ECP staff. 

2. Lack of accessible environment. 2. Accessibility of polling stations should be ensured.

3. Absence of sign Language interpreters at polling
stations.

3. Pre-election inclusive awareness programs through
media (TV, radio etc.) should be introduced. 

4. Proper wheelchair ramp facility is NOT available.
4. Development of ramps based on standardized
criteria to meet basic wheelchair access.

5. Unavailability of accessible transport for PWDs
(especially on election day).

5. Availability of max. 2 wheelchairs per polling station
should be ensured. 

Challenges Recommendations (long-term)

1. Lack of disability awareness in society.
1. Awareness sessions on disability should be
conducted at community-level.

2. Ballot papers are not designed in braille for visually
impaired people.

2. Integrate the usage of assistive technology (portable
ramps. etc.)

3. No societal  support.
3. The Gender and Disability Electoral Working Group
should play a more prominent role in raising the issues
of electoral inclusion for PWDs.

4. Policies on disability inclusion are present but NOT
implemented.

4. The process of postal balloting should be made
easier for PWDs

5. Height of booth/ballot box for wheelchair users is not
ideal.

5. Set aside polling booths/ballot box for wheelchair
users. 

6. Absence of inclusive election material for PWDs.
6. All election websites should comply with
accessibility guidelines to facilitate with access to voter
registration, ballot applications, and information about
candidates etc.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
The following key pointers were gathered through group presentations and
discussions held during the workshop:



Infrastructure01 The accessibility of the polling station.

SDG Leave No One Behind is not about
looking back, but looking forward. 

NEXT STEPS

This report proposes a way-forward for the ECP and UNDP SELP to track the impact
and improvements in the electoral process for the disability inclusion over time. The
accessibility indicators are outlined below in light of the future elections:

Functionality02 Trained polling staff on assisting people of all abilities.

Technical 03 Presence of facilities such as (wheelchairs/ramps/parking
spots etc.)
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The genuine participation of all citizens – the right to vote and to be elected is a
fundamental democratic principle. Yet, PWDs are often excluded from the political
processes. 

Article 29 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities guarantees
the full participation of this segment in elections and their right to vote. It ensures
that “voting procedures, facilities/materials are accessible and easy to understand
and use.”

The ECP, in partnership with UNDP SELP, has developed this practical guide on how
to establish an inclusive electoral space for the PWD voters in Pakistan. Aligning with
the principle of Leave No One Behind, this report is developed through a
participatory process. The recommendations gathered will be used to outline a
strategy and develop roadmap to enhance the accessibility of PWDs in the future
elections with the support of key stakeholders.

Through this initiative,  strengthening the participation of the PWDs in decision-
making processes can have a broader democratic dividend in the country. 

Fostering an inclusive electoral landscape
for the PWDs in Pakistan. 

CONCLUSION
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Brainstorming session with participants. Remarks by ECP on PWD electoral inclusion.


